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- 1. During recent weeks Mejor Humterto Villalts, placed under honse arrest when
25X1X6 ¥ajor Osorlo hed him removed from the Salvadoran peoverning junte, has been
the objeclt of prowing politicel favor emong student ¢roups, labor rroups, the
Supreme Court of Justice, snd foreign revolutionsriesa

2. Opinion Estudientll, a weekly publicstion of the University students, suspended
durirg the regime of Presicent Castinede, rssumed activity immediately after
the lecember coup d'etat and supporied the revolutionary government until

) - Wllelta's removal as Chlef of the firmed lorces on 17 January. &s of that
date, the newspaper was agsin suspended in proteat egainst Osorio's action.
Bepioning 31 Januery, publication commenced egain, with the editorial tome
one ¢f frépnk opposition to the government, snd suppori for the coeuse of Wlilelta.
Two tnousand copies of the 31 January lssue were sent to the Union de
Trabejadores Ferrocarrileros (UTF), the vanguard of organized labor, znd dis-
tribuled by that organization tc its membors throughout the country., Ulises
Finrzs, Amilcar Martinez, Abelardo Torres, snd Jorge hrise (omez, student
leaders of the pro-Villalle faction,/ sre revoritedly mobiiizine the students
to oppose the junta at mess public demonatrations,

3. On 31 Jenuary, the Comite de hsorpzrizacion Cvrera (CRO) met and decided to
support Wllelts end to join with the studente in organizing demonstretions,

40 A student of kconomy &% the Kationsl University nemed Antonio Monterrose was
exiled to Honduras because he approsched Lt. Col. Adan Parada, Commander of
the lst Infantry legiment and tried to convince him that he should support
Allalta. HMonterrosa is ex-President of the Union de Emplendos de Comerecio.

5. Wilaita has asked for asnd raceived the protection of the Supreme Court of
Justice. The court named Judge Alfredo Vigil to request the junts to justify
its actions in the abuzse of *Jil..altz: and to withdraw the house puard from his
property. According to scurce, the members of the Supreme Court would msign
en masse in the event of zny further action of repression ageinet Wllelta,
thus creating another gzovernment crigis.
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Dr. Cerlos Castillo 1bara, gm .IN- - i

trylog to obtaln Salvadoren support An the movemdnit agamst Somuzm,, ARE
a,xmnoned to El Salvador froz Guatenela on 3 Februery by Dr., Virgilio Gedoy,
n Salvadoren revolutionery leeder. Godoy told Crstillo lbarra that there
mere ghout 2200 worth of guns avzileble in il Selvador, Cestillo lbarra
vtated that he wae also Interested in spother lot of armeaments, aud thet the
monéy for the two purcheses would be furnished by Ir. Geronimo Apuilar Cortes,
Apuilar would reporiedly furnish up to 210,000,

Castilleo Iberru was balievad to be undacided whethar %o offer the ¢wmz to
Villeltat's military-civilian coslition, or uss them in faver of tha Osorio
forces.»

A Selvedoran newspeperman snd radio commentator, Joagudln Castro Cenizeles,
known as Quino Csso, visited Wlleltas on 26 Jemuary and eubsequentliy broadceast
that special consjiderstlons prevented him from msking any samnouncement in
regard to a very important matter of public interest. &rrordirzgr to senrce,
lanuel Sevilla, =2 Honduran exile and col laborator of Quino Ceso on the news-
peper Tribuns Libre, stated that in visiting Wllalte, Quino Csse wes rep-
resenting Major Dsorio@ The purpose of ’ms’ vigit wea ‘bo offer Villalla Osorio's
pusrentee that he would ba allowed to stay in the country free from povernment
persecution as long as he remeined sloof mom polities and casged hiwg ‘
cppoeitionist sctivities. Sevilla gaid that Guino, who is & Wllslts parilsan,
asccepted the commiseion from Csaric only sfter refusing to make any progosition

“.to Wllalte which involved his lesving the country. Willalta repcriedly re-

fusad to give up the fight,
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Comment. FPresident Arevalo of Guatemela iz strongly suspecisd of
materially aiding Villalta's cause zgeinst Osorio. Since Castillo Ibharra
is very close to Arevclo, it is possible that Castillo Ibarra is aciing
8¢ a direct agent of Arevelo with a wview to stirring up trouble in F1 Salwvador,

CONFITENTIAL

CONFIDINTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 1999/09/09 :€|A-RDP82-00457R002400210003-3



